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Demand: 
Reductions in the U.S. nuclear deterrent may have to be offset in the future 
by an increased reliance on missile defenses. Potential adversaries recognize 
this, and thus we see an increased proliferation of sophisticated 
countermeasures to missile defenses (also known as penetration aids and 
hereafter referred to as penaids). The United States is concerned with the 
spread of penaids to North Korea and Iran, and even more concerned with 
who is developing these penaids for export, namely Russia and China. A 
timely nonproliferation initiative may reduce the impending penaid threat. 
 
Objective:  
To reduce the impending threat, the project will inform U.S. policymakers 
on the penaid technologies of greatest concern and discuss potential policies 
to restrict them. By so doing, RAND can assist U.S. agencies in 
discouraging WMD proliferation and strengthening deterrence. 
 
Approach: 
Three overarching questions will guide the research: What technologies and 
equipment, if proliferated, would constitute the emerging penaid threat to 
the United States, and what are their national sources? What policy options 
might reduce the threat? And, what are the most promising ways to 
sequence U.S. efforts to limit penaid proliferation? The project leads will 
conduct research, perform interviews, and host a workshop leading to a 
final report and follow-on briefings to U.S. officials and combatant 
commands. 
